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"There Shall be bo Night There." 
bev. 21 : 26. 

O blessed land to faith revealed, 

Sweet promised rest so fair I 
To every Christian, eigned, and sealed, 

"There shall be no night there." 
Sun, moon, and stars, withhold their light, 

No candles dimly glare ; 
The glory of the Lord makes bright: 

"There shall be no night there." 

No more perplexing thoughts shall rise, 

Nor overweening care ; 
All shall be clear beyond the skies 

"There shall be no night there." 

As perfect men to fulness grown, 

And freed from every snare. 
We shall know even as we'er known 

"There shall be no night there." 

All evil shall have passed away, 

No darkness shall impair 
That bright anH never ending day : 

"There shall be no night there," 

Be mine to gain that happy land 

That land of beauty rare ; 
Be mine to join the glorious band ; 

"There shall be no night there.— Sel. 


Noii -TrniiHlatlon and Neutralization or a Part or the 
Scripture. 

We desire to bring to the attention of our read- 
ers a correspondence between the Bishop ot Ban • 
goon and Secretary Murdock, of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union, and also a correspond' 
ence between the latter and the British and Foreigb 
Bible Society, both concerning the Burmese New 
Testament — the translation of Jndson — published 
by the Baptists for their mission in Burmab. 

Judton'B Burmese Bible is known to be an ad- 
mirable translation, and, if we mistake not, the 
only one yet existing, at least ho far as the whole 
Scripture is concerned. The Baptists have hither- 
to had the Burmese mission field to themselves 
and hence no trouble has thus far arisen about the 
use of this version in the Christian missions in that 
land. But now, it seems, other missicmai iea, not 
Baptists, are preparing to enter Burmah, at pres- 
ent, from Great Britain ; and the English bishop of 
Bangoon has opened this correspondence with the 
American Baptist Union about the use of the Bap- 
tist Burmese Bible. Of course the Baptist Union 
can have no reasonable objection to any other 
Christians also establishing missions in this fruitful 
territory, thus far so successfully occupied by them 
alone. Nor would they hesitate a moment to fur- 
nish to these new missions Judson's Bible. But 
Judson translated the word baptizo into Burmese, 
and correctly, by a word signifying to immerse, 
hence a serious difficulty with these new missions 
riee about using this version. There is no other 
one at hand, and to make a new translation would 
be a task of immense magnitude and cost. 

The Bishop of Rangoon, therefore, asked the 
Baptist Union whether it would not consent to the 
publishing of an edition of the Burmese New Tes- 
tament owned by them and allow "the use either of 
the Greek word or some neutral word in thos° tew 
passages which make it so difficult for us to use 
this excellent translation." 

The other correspondence relates to the same 
serious "rock of stumbling." Tbe (Baptist) Bur- 
mah Bible and Tract Society applied to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society for an appropriation to 
circulate J ud son's Bible. The latter at once 
agreed to furnish the solicited aid, so far as the 
Old Testament is concerned; and for the New Tes- 
tament only on the condition of transfering the 
troublesome Greek word, or rendering it by some 
neutral word ; if the Greek word be used, this note 
might be placed in the margin, "Some translate by 
immerse" (i. e., using a Burmese word meaning 
this) 

The American Baptist Missionary Union, which 
has the entire control of this matter, promptly re- 
jected thcHe proposals. It would not allow Jud- 


versy with the Old American and British Bible 
Societies, especially the former, occasioned by this 
very translation, now in a question, a controversy 
which gave birth to the separate American Baptist 
Bible Society. 

It is rather surprising that such a proposal 
should be made by the Bishop of Bangoon and the 
British Bible Society. It Ib a proof that it is well- 
nigh impossible, even yet, for Pedobaptista to un- 
derstand and take into clear, strong conscious- 
ness, the conscientious, unyielding convictions 
of immersionists on this important point of 
Bible teaching. But this is a quality of our 
nature; one man cannot thoroughly compre-, 
hend another with whom he is not in sympathy 
and in strong sympathy. Every day's experience 
gives us accumulated evidence of this. Those who 
have been reared and educated in loose, undefined, 
indifferent notions about baptism, especially as to 
the "external form" can not understand why "Bap- 
tists" should be "so bigoted about immersion." 

Dr. Murdock, the Secretory of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Union, gives a full and fitting answer to 
the Anglican Bishop and to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. To the Bishop he says : 
"All Christian scholars worthy of the name agree 
with Meyer in his note on Mark vii 4, that every- 
where in the New Testament baptizo means to im- 
merse. The Union is now asked to substitute for 
the translation the Greek word, which means noth- 
ing to the unlearned reader, or some neutral word 
which means nothing in particular. And to effect 
your purpose, you must change or neutralize not 


only words but sentences. 


It would be 


son's translation to be thus corrupted, either for the 

sake of Pedobaptiat missions in Burmah, or to ob^fCan it possibly be that the word embodying 
tain aid in its own work, from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. And this is as might have 
been expected. The American Baptists have long 
since shown their devotion to conviction and con- 
science in this matter, in tbe bard- fought contro- 


better for all who profess the name of Christ to ad- 
just their sentiment and action to the word of God, 
rather than seek to change the word to suit their 
taste or convenience. We must maintain that con- 
servative literalism, both in translation and inter- 
pretation, which takes the word of God as it stands, 
and seekB to conform all Christian rites and poli- 
tics to its plain teaching." In the answer to Or. 
Wright, Secretary of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, Dr. Murdock says : "We can not con- 
sent to obscure or neutralize tbe plain meaning of 
our Lord's command. The leading authorities, 
both in classical and New Testament Greek, define 
the word baptizo by words signifying to immerse 
or to dip. In such a question we must be guided 
simply by a sense of loyalty to Him who gave the 
Word, and not by a desire to conciliate those who, 
in this respect, seem to disregard his authority, 
much as we desire, under other circumstances, to 
meet their wishes. We can not, dare not, deliber- 
ately obscure or neutralize any word of Christ." 

It is oheerful and invigorating to hear words 
like these in the midst of so much unfaithfulness 
and indifference to the strict demands of divine 
authority, ot so much compromising with false 
views and concession to popular opinion. 

And now, is it not a sad exhibition of the woeful 
effects of inveterate error to see eminent Christians, 
entire bodies of enlightened, "evangelical," earnest- 
minded believers, active, in gospel missions, treat 
the things of God, the doctrine of Christ in divine 
ordinances, as is done in these instances by this 
Anglican Bishop and tbe representative of the 
great British and Foreign Bible Society ? that the 
wordB which by divine choice embody an ordinance 
and a doctrine, of such high prominence in the 
Christian religion, so sacred in its significance, so 
momentous in its vast importance in the life of in- 
dividual Christians and in the great history of the 
Church, should not be allowed to be translated, 
i. e. their simple meaning should not be permitted 
to be given to the Church of these modern ages ; 
that they should not be translated as tbe rest ot 
tbe divine revelation ; or that tbey should be rep- 
resented by "neutral words," that is, such as have 
no definite meaning, that express really nothing ! 
Can it be believed that so great and significant an 
ordinance, and one that is a command enjoined up- 
on every bouI, exceptionally (and why this ?) should 
have no exact definition in the Word of God ? 

it is 
bo obscure, bo indefinite, so ambiguous that it is 
—as the anti-immerflionist view really implies — 
impossible to determine its sense ? Would this 
not be tbe strongest anomaly in all the Bible? 
Could any other such instance be sited in its en- 


tire extent? But such is the weakness and vice 
of tbe anti-Baptist position on the meaning of 
baptizo ; and it is one of the saddest aberrations in i 
Christendom, one of its most grievous biota. 

Let the advocates of tbe "non-translation," the 
"neutralizing" of the Word and law of God, learn 
once for all, that we shall never yield to the breadth 
of a hair in this matter ; so clear do this ordinance 
and the law of God in regard to it stand forth in 
the Holy Scripture ; bo universal is tbe consent of 
all Christendom, in all its history, to this truth ; so 
firm, so beyond all question and doubt is our con- 
viction of tbe correctness of onr position as to tbe 
meaning of the word baptism, and the law of God 
that enjoins on us fidelity to this conviction.- 

ClHUSTIAX StAKDARD. 

Let Us Hone. 
There is nothing more earnestly desired by 
evil-doers than to be let alone. This was the plea 
of the demons, when Christ interfered with their 
domination. The servants of the devil make the 
same request. "Let ua alone, what have we to do 
with thee?" A man who has wronged you, 
slandered you, and robbed you, does not see the 
need of keeping up a fuss about the matter ; all he 
wants is to be let alone. He revels in safety in 
bis ill-gotten gains. In bis position he sees no 
necessity for any trouble or disturbance. When 
he was driving hia villajuies through, he was ready > 
for any amount of trouble necessary to accomplish 
his ends, but when these are once attained, his cry 
is, "Let us have peace." 

So nations, oppressing and treading down the 
people, simply wish to be left alone. So oppressors 
of every kind only ask to be let alone. So sectar- 
ians, grasping power, stifling independence, and 
crushing out dissent, wish to be let alone. So 
office-holders, abusing their position for personal 
advantage or to gratify personal spite, and using 
their power to reward their friends and punish 
their foes, simply wish to be let alone. 

So long as men are allowed to go on in quiet, 
unmolested, they continue their iniquitous course, v 
There are plenty of men who do not |par God nor 
hell, but who have a great respect for the news- 
papers, and who will change their course with very 
little delay, when once the public have a chance 
to aee just what they are doing. 

Christian people and honest men must not be 
misled by the plea such men make to be let alone. 
Righteousness and truth demand the exposure of 
wrongs, and their correction ; and this cannot be 
done without hurting some one's feelings, and up- 
setting some one's profitable schemes, — Tee 
Cbbistian. 


Small Beginnings. 
Man is made in tbe image of God, and bis mind 
is peculiarly interested and impressed by this 
feature of the Divine handiwork. And when, on 
a far humbler scale, it characterizes his own works, 
be is greatly moved. Witness the delight of the 
school boy when a handful of snow, rolled patiently 
along the garden, becomes a huge lump taller than 
himself. Witness the satisfaction of some labo- 
rious writer, who for years upon years has been 
toiling at a dictionary, or a history of the world, or 
a philosophy of the universe, or Borne such task, 
and at last sees the Blender first day's page mul- 
tiplied into a work of a dozen enormous volumes.' 
A successful man of the people who founded an in- 
stitute in a provincial town in Scotland, placed in 
it a little green box, more interesting to him than 
to the public, because when he started in life it 
contained the whole of his earthly possessions. In 
the hall of a splendid mansion on the edge of Loch 
Lomond, I have seen the picture of a little sailing - 
vessel which carried the owner and all his goods 
when he set out for the East to begin what proved 
to be a vast and most inlucrative business. And 
how often at firesides, or dinner-tables, in the 
course of friendly saunters by tbe way, do men 
who have acquired a position delight to rehearse 
the story of their progress ; and how interested are 
most of us in hearing or reading how the gulf was 
spanned between the lawyer's first brief and 

the wool-sack, or the doctor's first fee to the bar- 
onetcy, or, in the case of the American president, 
between the log-cabin and the White Hoase. — The 
Qtmer. 


